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SUBJECT: FOREIGN OFFICE HOLDS SOUTH ASIAN AMBASSADORIAL 
CONFERENCE 

SUMMARY: JAPANESE AMBASSADORS ASSIGNED TO SOUTH ASIA 
MET IN TOKYO ON AUGUST 4 AND 5. IN THEIR MEETING THERE 
WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION 
HAD ENTERED A PERIOD OF RELATIVE DOMESTIC STABILITY AND 
THAT INTERNATIONALLY, THERE HAD BEEN NO DRAMATIC SHIFT IN 
THE POWER BALANCE OF THE US, USSR AND PRC IN THE REGION. 
THE CONFERENCE CONCLUDED WITH RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A 
SLIGHTLY MORE ACTIVE JAPANESE DIPLOMATIC EFFORT IN 
THE AREA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE JAPANESE AMBASSADORS TO INDIA, PAKISTAN, 

NEPAL, BANGLADESH, AND SRI LANKA MET IN TOKYO AUGUST 
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4 AND 5 FOR A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF CURRENT TRENDS 
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IN SOUTH ASIA AND TO RECOMMEND DIRECTIONS FOR 
JAPANESE POLICY THERE. AS THE FIRST SUCH AMBASSADORIAL 
CONFERENCE FOR SOUTH ASIA AS A SEPARATE AND DISTINCT 
REGION, THE MEETINGS WERE OPENED BY FONMIN MIYAZAWA. 

AT THE CLOSE OF THE CONFERENCE, THE AMBASSADORS MET 
BRIEFLY WITH PM MIKI. 

2. ACCORDING TO FONOFF SW ASIA DIVISION (TAJIMA), 

THERE WAS CONSENSUS AMONG PARTICIPANTS THAT, DESPITE THE 
PERSISTENCE OF SERIOUS POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS, THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES HAD ENTERED A 
PERIOD OF RELATIVE INTERNAL STABILITY. THERE WAS 
THE EXPECTATION THAT THE PRESENT GOVERNMENTS WOULD 
CONTINUE IN POWER FOR THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE, ALTHOUGH 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN SRI LANKA WERE CHARACTERIZED AS 
A TOSS-UP. AMBASSADOR TAKASHI SUZUKI, ASSIGNED TO 
DELHI, PROVIDED A PARTICULARLY UP-BEAT ASSESSMENT OF 
RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN INDIA'S ECONOMY AND PUBLIC 
SECURITY AND PREDICTED PM GANDHI WOULD LIFT 
THE STATE OF EMERGENCY DECLARATION BY THE END OF THIS 
YEAR AND CARRY OUT A GENERAL ELECTION NEXT FEBRUARY. 

3. THE AMBASSADORS ALSO NOTED RECENT DIPLOMATIC 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE REGION-NOTABLY THE NORMALIZATION 
OF RELATIONS BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN AND THE 
EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS BETWEEN THE PRC AND BOTH INDIA 
AND BANGLADESH. THE CONFERENCE CONCLUDED THAT DESPITE 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS, THE BASIC POWER RELATIONSHIP IN THE 
AREA BETWEEN THE US, USSR, AND PRC HAD NOT BEEN 
SERIOUSLY ALTERED AND THAT NO SINGLE GREAT POWER HAD 
MADE GAINS AT THE EXPENSE OF ANOTHER. 

4. IN THIS CONNECTION, THE CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS 
DISCUSSED THE INCREASE OF SOVIET NAVAL STRENGTH IN THE 
INDIAN OCEAN, BUT ACCORDING TO BOTH PRESS REPORTS 
AND TAJIMA'S ACCOUNT, THE JAPANESE AMBASSADORS 
RESIDENT IN THE LITTORAL STATES DID NOT EXPRESS 

PARTICULAR OR IMMEDIATE CONCERN OVER THIS DEVELOPMENT INASMUCH AS 
THE US MAINTAINED A BALANCE. AMBASSADOR SUZUKI 
SUBSEQUENTLY NOTED TO JAPANESE REPORTERS THAT THE 
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EXPANSION OF SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA WOULD NOT 
IN HIS JUDGMENT LEAD TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SOVIET 
NAVAL BASES IN INDIA. 

5. THERE WAS GENERAL CONCURRENCE WITHIN THE CONFERENCE 
THAT IRAN AND NOT THE USSR HAD PROVIDED THE EXTERNAL 
IMPETUS FOR THE BETTERMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN INDIA 
AND PAKISTAN. 
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6. AS REGARDS THE NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE 

CURRENTLY UNDERWAY IN COLOMBO, TAIIMA DESCRIBED THE 

AMBASSADORS' VIEW OF INDIA AND SRI LANKA AS 

MODERATING INFLUENCES AT THE CONFERENCE BUT WAS 

UNABLE TO PREDICT HOW THESE EFFORTS AT MODERATION 

WOULD BE TRANSLATED INTO ACTION ON SUCH SPECIFIC 

ITEMS AS THE KOREAN QUESTION. IN THEIR DISCUSSIONS 

WITH THE IAPANESE PRESS, THE AMBASSADORS EXPRESSED 

THE OPINION THAT "THE NON ALIGNED CONFERENCE THIS TIME 

WILL NOT PROVIDE AN ADVERSE SITUATION FOR THE FACTION 

SUPPORTING THE ROK." AMBASSADOR TO SRI LANKA YOSHICKA 

ALSO NOTED THAT DESPITE THE RESUMPTION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 

SRI LANKA AND NORTH KOREA, SRI LANKA WAS CONTINUING 

TO MAINTAIN SOME DISTANCE, THUS FAR REFUSING TO ACCEDE 

TO NORTH KOREAN REQUESTS TO REOPEN THEIR EMBASSY IN 

COLOMBO. 

SHOESMITH 
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